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THE FALL MIGRATION SEASON, 1988
Anne L. Stamm
The weather of the fall season of 1988 was similar throughout the
state: very dry and unusually hot, particularly in August. Temperatures
soared and on Augrust 16 Paducah tied its record with 102 degrees, Lexing
ton set a record of 98 degrees, Owensboro recorded 101 and Louisville hit
100 breaking the previous record of 98 degrees. Rainfall finally came in
November and it was the first time in 15 months that the rainfall was
above normal.
The warm autumn delayed migration for some species while others
arrived earlier than usual. Heavy duck flights did not occur. The cormorant
migration was one of the best in recent years. Hawk flights were not
observed. And the shorebird migration was limited due to some habitat
loss. Purple Finches and Pine Siskins were virtually absent and Evening
Grosbeaks were not reported. Nevertheless, despite the drought, it was
a rather eventful season.
Abbreviations — BWMA = Ballard Waterfowl Management Area,
Ballard County; BBC = Beckham Bird Club; BPS = Big Pond Sanctuary;
LBL = Land Between the Lakes; KOS = Kentucky Ornithological So
ciety; MCFH = Minor Clark Fish Hatchery; SWMA = Sauerheber Wild
life Management Area; Swan WMA Swan Lake Wildlife Management
Area.
Loons through Cormorants — Common Loons were widespread and
reported from 10 locations by nine observers. Except for the three singles
reported at Cornith Lake, August 4-5, Kentucky Lake and Smithland Dam,
Livingston County on August 13 and 14, respectively, they were primarily
found from September 24-November 27, with maximum numbers between
two and 12. Pied-billed Grebes were more widely distributed this fall, but
numbers were not large. High counts included: 52 at Lake Pewee (LR),
25 to 50 in the cove near Hamlin, Calloway County (JTE), 17 at Louisville
(DS), 10 at Honker Lake (LBL area — CM), 10 near Beaver Dam,
Ohio County (KC, T. and B. Eaden), nine at Long Run County Park (S,
FS), and smaller numbers at Dix Dam, Mercer County (FL, WK), and
Hematite Lake (LBL area — CP). Fair numbers of Horned Grebes arrived
in mid-November with 85 at Louisville, November 20; 93 at Kentucky Lake,
November 13 and 68 at Lake Barkley on the same date (BPB); and up to
50 at Hamlin, December 6 (JTE). Single birds were reported at Dix Dam,
November 20 (FL, WK) and Cave Run Lake on November 5 (FB). Two
American Pelicans were present at Lake Cumberland, near the mouth
of Wolf Creek, October 25 {fide L. Andrews). Migration of the Double-
crested Cormorant was more evident than in recent years. Thirteen ob
servers reported the species from 17 locations. High counts were as
follows: 50 at Smithland Dam, October 1 and 2 (KOS), 36 near Wickliffe,
Ballard County, October 12 (CP), 90 at Barkley Lake, October 19 (BPB,
D. Yancey, L. Andrews), 46 at Hamlin in late October through November
(JTE), 57 at the Falls of the Ohio, October 25 (DP), 25 along Shipping-
port Island October 19 (LR), 17 at Hematite Lake October 12 (CP), and
12 at Honker Lake November 8 (CM). Sightings at other locations included:
eight birds on Taylorsville Lake, Anderson County (K. Prather fide BPB);
six in flight over I 64 at Louisville (JC); and singles in the following
counties: Boone, Franklin, Gallatin, Hardin, Muhlenburg, Pulaski, Rowan
and Union.
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Bitterns through Herons — Single American Bitterns were reported:
one at SWMA on September 25 (BPB et al.)\ and one in Daviess County
(no date given — M. Brown fide AP). A Least Bittern was still present at
MCFH on September 4 (DP, BPB). Great Blue Herons were widespread
all across the state. In western Kentucky the birds were scattered, due
no doubt to the high water maintained in Barkley and Kentucky Lakes
and low water levels in the lower Ohio and Mississippi Rivers. Thus,
there were no concentrations of Great Blues at Silo Overlook at Lake
Barkley, where groups normally gather, in early October. A maximum of
40-65 birds was found at various places in shallow water along the rivers
in Ballard, Livingston, and Carlisle counties (CP, BPB). At Dix Dam, a
total of 17 birds was an "unprecedented number" there, due no doubt to
low water levels (FL, WK). Great Egrets were present from August 1
through October 1, with the greatest number in Ballard and Carlisle
counties. A large group of 138 was found roosting on Mitchell Lake on
August 13-14 (BPB, DP) and a peak of 180 there on August 27. More
than 42 were found from Back Slough south to Black Lake, Carlisle County
on September 15 (CP); one to six at Cole Campground and Sinking Springs
impoundments, Calloway County, August 12-15 (CP); one to four at the
Falls of the Ohio from August 1 to September 21 (m. ob.); and one at
Dix Dam, September 20-25 (FL, WK). Snowy Egrets were reported only
from western Kentucky in Ballard, Carlisle, and Fulton counties from
August 14 to September 18; numbers ranged from one to 12 birds. A single
Little Blue Heron was at the Falls of the Ohio on August 4 and remained
through August 30 (DP), two there August 19 (BPB). Other sightings
included: four at Cole Campground, August 15 (CP); 17 immatures and
one adult at BWMA on August 24 (CP); one still there on October 1
(BPB); and a late straggler on a pond along US 60, three miles west of
Morehead on October 23 established a late date (FB). An immature Cattle
Egret was at the Falls of the Ohio on August 6 (BBC); peak counts
included 70 birds with cattle near Oscar, Ballard County on August 27, and
60 near Laketon, Carlisle County on August 14 (BPB). Also, about 30
were in a field, five miles southeast of Wickliffe on August 24 (CP);
and one at Cole Campground August 18 and 22 were the only ones reported
(CP). Twelve to 25 migrant Green-backed Herons were observed at the
Falls of the Ohio August 19-26 (LR, BPB); five to seven at Sinking
Springs on August 13 (CP); and a high of birds at MCFH on September
16 (FB). Black-crowned Night-Herons peaked at the Falls of the Ohio
with 115 birds on September 8 (BPB). A late bird was found below Wave
Rock, Louisville on November 1 (LR). Other records of interest were: two
birds at Science Hill, Pulaski County on August 16 (JEl); 12 at McNeely
Lake September 1 (DP); an adult at Paradise Steam Plant, Muhlenberg
County September 30 and a few on scattered dates on northern Lake
Barkley above the dam (BPB). The only Yellow-crowned Night-Herons
reported were the two to four at the Falls of the Ohio August 4, 6, 19
(DP, BPB).
Waterfowl — Migrant geese were slow in arriving, only 48 (47 Canada
and 1 Snow) reached BWMA by the end of September (CW); a flock
of 2500 Canada Geese was noted flying towards BWMA on October 12
(CP). The Canada Goose migration at BWMA occurred December 1-5,
according to Charles Wilkins; 20,000 were there on December 8 and 5000
to 6000 Snow Geese (CW). Twelve Snows were also present at SWMA on
November 4 (LR, KC); and a flock of 60 over Honker Lake (LBL area —
BPB, DP, C. Justis). Other interesting records of Canada Geese included
12 at Fishing Creek, Pulaski County on October 5 (JEl); a maximum of
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100 at Dix Dam on November 11 (FL, WK); and 40 flying over head
near Lawrenceburg, Anderson County, November 27 (S, FS et al.). The
duck population was down from last season. Charles Wilkins, manager of
BWMA, estimated that although "water levels were good to normal'^ there
were only 3000 to 4000 ducks using the area by December 1. He estimated
that 90% of the birds were Mallards, and that Blacks, Northern Pintails
and diving ducks made up the other 10%. No large duck movements were
noted throughout the state. Dabbling ducks were on schedule. Some 60
Wood Ducks were reported at Sinking Springs and Cole Campground on
August 17 (CP). Numbers of Green-winged Teal were low except for the
60 at Lake Pewee, November 14 (JH). Seventy-five Mallards had arrived
there by October 28 (JH) and 60 at Dix Dam by November 11 (FL, WK).
Small flocks of 20 to 30 Blue-winged Teal were observed along the Mis
sissippi River in Fulton and Carlisle counties on August 28 and 29 (BPB).
High counts included: 115 at MCFH on September 4, 150 to 200 at
Smithland Dam, 88 at Honker Lake on October 2 (BPB); and 27 at the
Falls of the Ohio (no date given — DP). One bird was still present at
Lake Pewee on November 6 (KC, LR). Northern Shovelers were scarce.
Gadwalls were reported in numbers from one to 18 birds at the following
locations: Dix Dam (FL), Long Run County Park, Jefferson County (S,
FS), Louisville (BPB), Lake Pewee (JH), LBL (CP), but 150 at Honker
Bay on November 13 (BPB, DP, C. Justis). Three American Wigeons were
present at Watson Point on Kentucky Bend, Fulton County on August 28
and one at Shawnee Steam Plant, McCracken County on August 29, while
a large group of 175 was on Honker Lake, LBL on November 13 (BPB),
and 70-t- at LBL on November 18 (CP). Diving duck numbers were dis
appointing. Canvasbacks were reported from only two locations with a
high count of nine at Louisville and approximately 35 at Lake Pewee on
November 12 (BPB). A single Redhead was at BWMA on October 12
(CP); another at Freeman Lake, Hardin County on November 7 (RH);
a "few" at Lake Pewee on November 12 (BPB); four at Dix Dam (FL);
but nine at Louisville on November 1 (LR) and 85 there on November 20
(BPB). A male Ring-necked Duck at Pulaski County Park on September
10 was early (JEl); 177 reached Lake Pewee on October 28 (JH); and
a raft of 650 there on November 4 (LR, KC) was the highest number
reported. Other smaller concentrations included: 75 at Freeman Lake,
November 7 (RH); and 120 at Honker and Hematite Lakes on November
20, 29 (CP). Single Greater Scaup were present at the Falls of the Ohio
on October 25 (DP), Towhead Island at Louisville on November 10 (S,
FS), and at Lake Pewee November 12 (BPB, DP). Four Lesser Scaup
had arrived at the lake in Long Run County Park on October 25 (S, FS),
but no large movement developed. The highest counts reported were 150
birds at Lake Pewee on November 4 (LR, KC) and more than 60 at
Smithland Dam November 13 (CP). An Oldsquaw was above Smithland
Dam on November 13 (BPB, DP, C. Justice). Three Surf Scoters were
found on the Ohio .River at Towhead Island October 22-23 (BPB) and a
flock of 22 (females and/or immatures) on the Ohio River at Six Mile
Island, on October 27 (BPB, J. Bender, G. Henderson). Common Golden-
eyes were reported from November 12-30 with only single birds at four
locations, but up to five at Dix Dam (WK, FL). A fair movement of
Hooded Mergansers developed with two birds in Barren County as the
earliest fall migrants on October 19 (MS). The species became more
numerous by early November with 17 at Lake Pewee on November 4 (LR),
but 85 present at Silo Overlook on Lake Barkley November 13 and a flock
of 500 on Honker Bay, November 26 (BPB). Two Common Mergansers
were present on the Ohio River at Louisville on October 30 (DS); but
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a flock of 30 was at Dix Dam on November 20, where they are seldom
seen (WK fide FL). None of the flock were adult males. Red-breasted
Mergansers showed up on November 13 at three locations: 30 at Smithland
Dam (CP, H. Chambers, S. Leedom); eight at Lake Pewee, 25 at Honker
Bay, but 100 there on November 26 (BPB). Also, a few birds were noted
with other waterfowl on the Falls of the Ohio during November. Ruddy
Ducks (3) arrived at BWMA on October 12 (CP); eight at Lake Pewee
on October 17 (JH), 48 there on November 4 (KC, LR), and peaked at
66 on November 14 (JH); and small numbers were on the Ohio River at
Louisville October 27 through November (DS, DP, BPB).
Hawks — A flock of 60 Black Vultures at MCFH on October 14 was
the largest concentration reported (FB). Medium-sized groups of Turkey
Vultures were noted at several locations: the largest concentrations were
850 near Princeton, Caldwell County November 7 (KC, LR), 70+ along the
Ohio River from West Point to Brandenberg, Meade County on October
10 (DS); 58 below Smithland Dam on the Ohio River, October 2 (BPB,
DP); and 53 at MCFH on October 28 (FB). Smaller groups included 30
over Science Hill on October 23 (JEl) and 25 in Barren County on Sep
tember 20 (MS). There were more Osprey reports this fall than usual,
with one to two birds at 13 locations (m.ob.). A total of 11 Mississippi
Kites (3 ad., 7 juv., 1 first-year) was observed in Fulton, Carlisle and
Ballard counties from August 14 to 29 (BPB, DP with sighting in Fulton
Co.). Two Bald Eagles were at Mitchell Lake, Ballard County on August
13 (DP, BPB) and again on October 21 (L. Andrews fide BPB); two
adults in flight over Pulaski Ck>unty Park on October 19 (JEl); singles
at Kentucky Lake on November 13 (DP, BPB) and at two locations in
IHopkins County on October 9 (JH) and November 23 (B. West fide
JH); and one adult and one of undetermined age at MCFH (FB, L.
Korman). Forty Bald Eagles had arrived at BWMA by December 1 (CW).
August sightings of the Northern Harrier included one at BWMA on
August 27 and two in the Mississippi River bottoms of Carlisle County
on August 29 (BPB). A total of 15 was tallied at a strip mining area in
Ohio County on November 25 (KC, HC, Jr.) also one near Danville (FL)
and two at MCFH (FB) on September 10 and November 5, respectively.
There were few reports of Sharp-shinned and Cooper's Hawks. There were
no reports of Broad-winged flights submitted. Five Rough-legged Hawks
appeared in a strip mining area in Ohio County on November 12 (KC,
B. and T. Eaden); one in Livingston County on November 13 (BPB, DP,
C. Justice); one in Oldham County on November 20 (BM, M. Monroe); and
two in Clark County on Novemlter 25 (BA). A Golden Eagle, near the
Ohio River in southwestern Jefferson County on October 26, was carefully
studied and documented (DS). Another rarity, the Merlin, was reported
on a few occasions as follows: an immature or female on SWMA, Sep
tember 25 (BPB, D. Ebel, A. Mullen, L. Burdine); an injured bird picked
up in Joe Creason Park in Louisville on November 7 and turned over to
the Louisville Zoo for rehabilitation; and one in Okolona, Jefferson County
on November 29 was documented (DP). A Peregrine Falcon was at the
Falls of the Ohio on September 16 (LR, DP) and noted again on September
23 (BPB). Other sightings included one at Indian Hills on September 17
(LR, KC); one near Island No. 1, Carlisle County on October 1 (BPB,
DP et al.); and one near Greenwood in southwestern Jefferson County on
November 24 (DS).
Gallinaceous Birds through Cranes — Four Wild Turkeys were seen
in the northern end of Kentucky Bend on August 28 (BPB). An immature
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Virginia Rail was flushed near a hayfield in Bedford, Trimble County on
Augrust 25 and another on September 2 (JY). Soras were again observed
at SWMA with one noted on August 26 and eight on September 25 (BPB
et al.); one still there on October 9 (BBC); and one in weedy growth at
Watson Point on September 18 (BPB, D. Ebel). There was a good migra
tion of the American Coot with an unusual concentration of 2500 to 5000
in the cove at Hamlin on November 7 (JTE); 1800 was the high count at
Lake Pewee on November 4 (LR, KC); 500 on Kentucky Lake and 200 on
Lake Barkley on October 18 (BPB et al.); and 189 was the high count
on the Ohio River at Louisville on October 30 (DS). Sandhill Cranes began
moving south on October 22 with 110 sighted over Freeman Lake, Hardin
County (RH) and 41 in eastern Jefferson County (BPB). November re
ports included four at SWMA on November 7 (KC); flock of 50 over
Crescent Hill area of Louisville on November 13 (MB) and 25 in the same
area the following day (TL); flock of 250 at BPS, Grayson County (KC,
HC, Jr.) and £00+ between Danville and Perryville, Boyle County in mid-
November (fide FL).
Skorebirds — Shorebird migration varied from place to place depending
on available habitat. Kentucky and Barkley Lakes were too high for any
flats in the usual places. Lake #9 in Fulton County was completely dried
up while at Dix Dam low water level provided excellent habitat. This
fall's flight was on schedule, but there were few noteworthy concentrations
and few birds lingered beyond normal departure dates. Black-bellied and
Lesser Golden Plovers were scarce, with only single birds of the former
species reported from three locations: near Berkley, Carlisle County (DP,
BPB), near Three Ponds, Hickman County (BPB), and at the Falls of
the Ohio (LR). One to three Lesser Golden Plovers were found at the
Falls of the Ohio August 6 to early October (DP, BPB). Three separate
Lesser Golden Plovers were reported: one at Watson Point, one at BWMA,
September 18 (BPB); and one at Dix Dam, October 2 (FL, WK). Semi-
palmated Plovers were in low numbers: 5 to 10 birds at Mitchell Lake, 10
to 15 at Kentucky Bend and at Island No. 1, August 28 and 29, respectively;
singles and small groups ("up to several birds") at the Falls of the Ohio,
August 6-September 11 (BPB). Two birds were noted intermittently at
Pulaski County Park from August 30 to as late as October 19 (JEl). This
year there were three reports of the rare Piping Plover, all from western
Kentucky: one near Island No. 1, August 14 (BPB, DP); one near Berkley
on August 27, and one at Watson Point on August 28 (BPB). Killdeers
were numerous at Dix Dam and peaked there at 300 (FL, WK), while
76 was the high count at MCFH on November 8 (FB), and 60+ was the
high number at Pulaski County Park on September 10 (JEl). An American
Avocet at MCFH on September 4 was unusual (BPB, DP). Greater Yellow-
legs made a poor showing, with only eight birds at Lake Pewee, November
4 (LR), the highest number reported. This species was observed regularly
at Dix Dam as late as November 26 (FL, WK). Five Lesser Yellowlegs
were still present at Freeman Lake on November 7 (RH). An Upland
Sandpiper was seen at Barkley Dam on August 14 (DP, BPB). Single
Ruddy Turnstones appeared at the Falls of the Ohio on scattered dates
in late August and early September, and near Island No. 1 on August
27-29. The Red Knot at Mitchell Lake on August 29 provided Ballard
County with its first record (BPB). Sanderlings appeared at the following
locations: one to three birds at the Falls of the Ohio (DP, LR, BPB);
singles at Dam #53 on the Ohio River and at MCFH (BPB) ; and a peak
of 12 near Island No. 1 (BPB, DP); all sightings between August 1-
September 24. Semipalmated Sandpipers were present in fair numbers
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August 6-September 11, with peaks of 75 birds at Mitchell Lake and near
Island No. 1. Two birds were observed by Beckham Bird Club members
as. late as October 9 at SWMA. Least Sandpipers were reported from
Ballard, Carlisle, Fulton, Jefferson, Mercer, and Rowan counties, with
flocks of 40 and 75 at Kentucky Bend and Island No. 1, respectively;
smaller numbers elsewhere. There was a fairly good flight of Western
Sandpipers August 14-September 10: 12 at Mitchell Lake (BPB); 10-35
near Island No. 1 (DP, BPB); 5-10 at Watson Point (BPB); eight at
the Palls of the Ohio (DP); one at Dix Dam (FL, WK); and one at
MCFH (BPB). A White-rumped Sandpiper appeared at the Falls of the
Ohio on September 6 (DP) and observed through September 11 (RH, BPB,
D. Ebel). One to five Baird's Sandpipers were present on various dates
between August 6-September 30 at the following locations; Kentucky Bend,
Island No. 1, Dam #53, Mitchell Lake, Paradise Steam Plant, Muhlenberg
County, Falls of the Ohio, and MCFH (BPB, DP). The Pectoral Sandpiper
was widespread and the most numerous shorebird: a peak count of 300 at
Mitchell Lake, 80 at the Falls of the Ohio; 75 near Island No. 1; 63 at
Dix Dam; 40 at Paradise Steam Plant and the same number at MCFH
(BPB, DP, FL, WK). Smaller numbers reported at Sinking Springs and
Cole Campground lakes (CP) and at Pulaski County Park (JEl). Dunlin
showed up in localities from Hopkins County to Rowan County in numbers
from one to eight birds (m. ob.), but a high count of 26 was noted at
Fishing Creek (JEl) and 19 at MCFH (FB). Stilt Sandpipers were un
usually low in numbers — one to seven birds in six localities. There was a
good movement of Buff-breasted Sandpipers, with a record number of 16 at
Watson Point August 28 (BPB). Other sightings were; 10 birds on the
Mississippi River dikefields near Island No. 1 (BPB); one at Lake #9
(BPB); and one to three birds at the Falls of the Ohio (DP, BPB). Short-
billed Dowitchers were reported in low numbers (1 to 4) at six locations
(CP, M. Miller, BPB, JEl). A Long-billed Dowitcher was seen and heard at
Mitchell Lake on the early date of September 18 (BPB, D. Ebel); and one
at SWMA on October 9 (BBC). Two Wilson's Phalaropes were reported:
one near Island No. 1, August 27 (BPB); and one at MCFH, September 4
(DP, BPB).
Gulls — Three Laughing Gulls appeared in western Kentucky: a first-
summer bird at Kentucky Lake, August 26-29 (BPB) ; an adult in winter
plumage, below Smithland Dam, October 1-2 (KOS); and an immature
(probably second-year) on Lake Barkley on October 2 (BPB). A total of
six. Franklin's Gulls was reported: one each at Kentucky Lake and Lake
Barkley (BPB, D. Yancey, L. Andrews); two at Smithland Dam (DP,
BPB, KOS); and two at Freeman Lake (RH). A single Bonaparte's Gull
returned to Smithland Dam on October 2 (KOS), but a large movement
developed at Kentucky Lake, where on November 12 a total of 250+ was
counted. The following evening, during a hurried check of just a portion
of the gull roost, some 400-500 birds were counted (DP, BPB). It was
estimated that the group probably numbered closer to 1000 birds. Also, one
to two birds were reported at Freeman Lake (RH), Pulaski County Park
(JEl), and at Dix Dam (WK, FL). Twenty to 25 Ring-billed Gulls were
present on the Ohio River at Louisville as early as August 6 (DP) and
a similar number appeared at Kentucky Lake on August 13 (BPB, DP).
Numbers increased in October and late November and high counts were:
173 at Louisville (LR); 130 at Dix Dam (WK, FL), 200 at Markland Dam
(LMc); and 7500 above Kentucky Dam (BPB). As expected, due to the mild
fall, only low numbers of Herring Gulls were noted at the traditional
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sites; a second-year bird was present on the Ohio River at Louisville
throughout August. Other rarities reported were: a first-year Thayer's
Gull below Kentucky Dam, November 12-13, 26, 27; another first-year
bird at Smithland Dam, November 26 (BPB); a first-year Lesser Black-
backed Gull on Kentucky Lake, October 2 (BPB, DP, KOS); one below
the Dam on November 26-27 was probably the same bird.
Terns — Five species of terns were reported; all were in low numbers,
with the exception of the Black Tern. Caspian Terns were present from
August 1 to September 16 with peak counts of eight birds at the Falls
of the Ohio on August 30 (DP) and three birds at MCFH on September
4 (BPB); also a high count of seven birds at Fishing Creek Recreational
Area on September 5 (JEl). Seven Common Terns were carefully studied
below McAlpin Dam on August 6 (LR). There were a few reports of
Forster's Terns, with the highest number — 14 — at the Falls of the
Ohio (BPB); six birds in winter plumage, at Big Pond Sanctuary, Novem
ber 21, were late (KC). One to six Least Terns (a few juvenile birds)
were present August 13 to 28 mainly along the lower Ohio and Mississippi
Tivers (CP, BPB); a Juvenile noted at the Falls of the Ohio August
19-20 (BPB, D. Ebel, Tim Love). There was a good flight of Black Terns
August 6-28: 25 on the Ohio River at Louisville, 60 below Smithland Dam,
and approximately 60 at Dam #53, and 25 at Hickman, Fulton County
(BPB).
Cuckoos through Woodpeckers — Cuckoos remain scarce. There was
only one report of a Black-billed Cuckoo at McNeely Lake on September 1
(DP). A Bam Owl in the Madisonville area on September 25 was the
only one reported [fide JH). Short-eared Owls were quite conspicuous on
reclaimed strip mined land in southern Ohio County, where 10 were seen
in the air at one time, November 27 (KC, A. Wilson). An early date was
established for the Northern Saw-whet Owl when one was observed on a
rural road in Perry County, October 12 (DSp). Common Nighthawk migra
tion was at its peak in Boone County on August 16-23 (LMc). Flocks noted
as follows: 150 passed over south Jefferson County on August 30 (DP);
75+ at Fishing Creek Recreational Area, September 3 (JEl); 75 over
southwest Jefferson County on September 15 (DS); and 25-30 in Indian
Hills, Louisville in September (no date given — KC). A Whip-poor-will was
heard calling at Pulaski County Park as late as September 14 (JEl). A
hummingbird, noted on the Falls of the Ohio on the late date of October
27, was carefully studied, and proved to be a Ruby-throated (DP).
Flycatchers througth Swallows — An Olive-sided Flycatcher was ob
served at Surrey Hills Farm, Louisville on September 2; and one at Watson
Point, September 18 (BPB, D. Ebel). An Eastern Kingbird at Creason Park
on October 13 was rather late in departing (BS). At least 100 Horned
Larks were present on strip mined land in Ohio County oh November 12
(KC, B. and T. Eaden). A small flock of Tree Swallows was still present
at Camp Ernst Lake, Boone County on October 10 (LMc) and a group
of 10 lingered at MCFH on October 14 (FB). Rough-winged Swallows
were present in vast numbers in western Kentucky in Ballard, Carlisle,
Hickman, and Fulton counties on September 30 (DN, RN). A large flock
of Bank Swallows estimated at 2000 birds was observed on a sandbar near
Lake No. 9 on Augrust 25 (BPB). Ten Cliff Swallows were still present
at MCFH on September 9 (FB).
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Crows through Thrushes — Fair numbers of Fish Crows were sighted
during August from Ballard County to Hickman County; high counts in
cluded: 12 near Berkley on August 14 and approximately 25 birds moving
down the Mississippi River, near Island No. 1; one was still present at
Kentucky Bend on September 18 (BPB). A Common Raven was reported
at Cumberland Gap on September 30 (BA). Red-breasted Nuthatches were
scarce; only two reports of single birds were received. Sedge Wrens were
reported from four locations: a singing bird at BWMA, August 14; non-
singing bird at Island No. 1 on August 29 (BPB); singing, territorial
birds were present throughout August-early October at SWMA (BBC,
BPB); two at Skylight, Oldham County on September 11 (LR, KC). A
few Marsh Wrens were reported: one along the Mississippi River, near
Island No. 1 on September 18 (BPB); two birds near Paradise Steam
Plant on September 30 (DP, BPB); and several at SWMA, where they have
been found for the past two years (BPB, A. Mullen, L. Burdine, D. Ebel).
Golden-crowned Kinglets were, late in arriving: one at Creason Park on
October 4 was the earliest (BS); and not observed in Madison County
until October 11 (GR). A Veery in the Danville area on August 25 was
early for central Kentucky (FL); another was sighted at Surrey Hills
Farm on September 10 (BPB). An early Swainson's Thrush returned to
the Danville area on Aug:ust 25, and established an early state date (FL).
Flocks of migrating American Robins were not observed in the Bedford,
Trlmb'.e County area this fall (JY) and there were fewer seen in south-
cent.al Louisville (BS), where heretofore they have been numerous. The
only sizable flock reported was 125-1- at MCFH on October 14 (FB). An
interesting note from Frederick Loetscher stated that the feature of the
fall for him was "the copious, full-throated singing of robins most of
November up through Thanksgiving." A "100% albino robin" was ob
served in the Danville area on November 30 (WK fide FL).
Pipits through Vireos — A few Water Pipits were reported: three to
seven birds near Island No. 1 on October 1 (DP, BPB et al.) 10-1- at
Pulaski County Park, October 19 (JEl); a few along Wolf Creek, Russell
County, November 9, where records, if any, are few (JEl); and a few
heard in late October and November at Surrey Hills Farm (BPB). A total
of five Loggerhead Shrikes was reported: singles at three separate loca
tions in Pulaski County (JEl); one in Breckinridge County (KC); and
one in the Danville area (FL). A Bell's Vireo was still present at the
Union County nesting area, discovered this summer by Alan Barron, on
August 26 (BPB). Philadelphia Vireos were noted in Madison County on
September 26, October 17 and 26 (GR); one at the Falls of the Ohio,
September 21 (DP); and one at McNeely Lake, September 22 (DP).
Warblers — The warbler migration was not up to par, few major
waves were noted; best days were September 3-9 and September 26-29.
One observer thought the migration was "better than average"; another
noted that "most warblers seemed almost nonexistent." Nevertheless, most
species were observed, but in low numbers. There were two reports of the
Golden-winged Warbler: One in Carlisle County on August 27 (BPB);
and one in Indian Hills on September 4 (KC). A Lawrence's hybrid was
reported at Louisville on September 2 (BPB, BBC). A few Orange-
crowned Warblers arrived earlier than usual: one at the Falls of the
Ohio on September 21 (DP); and three in one tree at Maceo in early
October (AP). Five Northern Parulas were noted at Mammoth Cave
National Park on September 29 (MS) and one present at the Falls of
the Ohio as late as October 7 (DP). There was a good flight of Chestnut-
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sided Warblers in the Danville vicinity (FL). Magnolia Warblers were
more numerous in Joe Creason and Clark Parks than the other migrant
warblers (BS). Yellow-rumped Warblers arrived at Madisonville on
September 26, where the species was "scarce", and numbers were also
below normal in the Danville area. However, good flights were noted in
Grayson and Rowan counties, with a count of 50-75 birds at BPS on
October 8 (KG), and a count of 200 at MCFH on October 14 (FB). There
were two reports of the rare fall migrant, the Blackpoll: one in the Danville
area on the early date of September 6 (FL); and one at Surrey Hills
Farm on September 10 (BPB, D. Ebel). Both birds were studied carefully
and at close range. A good flight of Blackburnians developed over the
Danville area, but few were noted elsewhere. A Palm Warbler at the
Falls of the Ohio on September 4 was fairly early (BPB).
Grosbeaks through Finches — A pair of Blue Grosbeaks observed
in the Maceo area, Daviess County on August 20 may have been breeding
birds (AP). Two American Tree Sparrows returned to MCFH by October
14 (FB). A good sparrow migration was observed at Camp Ernst Lake
on October 10; eight species were noted including Vesper and Savannah
(LMc). A total of 15 Savannah Sparrows was noted at MCFH on October
14 (FB). The rare Le Conte's at SWMA on October 9 was carefully
studied by all members of the field trip (BBC). A Fox Sparrow at Clark
Park, Louisville on October 11 was fairly early (BS), while in Madison
County, it was not observed until October 28 (GR). Lincoln and White-
crowned Sparrows returned to Madison County by September 28 (GR)
and White-throated to Hopkins County on October 6 (JH). A good
movement of the latter species was encountered at MCFH on October 17,
where 45 were counted (FB). White-crowned Sparrows were scarce 'in
the Louisville area. A Lapland Longspur was heard with a flock of
Horned Larks on the Surrey Hills Farm on November 17 (BPB). Single
migrant Bobolinks were noted at BWMA and near Three Ponds, August 27
and 28, respectively. Blackbirds were scarcely mentioned by observers. No
large mixed blackbird concentrations were reported, with the exception of
a flock of 4000, in east Louisville on November 7 (S, FS). A few Rusty
Blackbirds returned to MCFH by November 5 (FB). There were no flights
of Purple Finches; only five birds reported in the Madisonville area on
November 28 (B. West fide JH); and one bird at Louisville on November
30 (BPB). Pine Siskins were virtually absent; one bird at Pulaski County
Park on October 19 (JEl), and two at the Mayfair Basins in Louisville,
October 29 (LR). No Evening Grosbeaks were reported.
Contributors —r Brad Andres (BA), Mary B. Bauer (MB), John
Callahan (JC), Kathryn Clay (KC), Herbert Clay (HC), Jackie Elmore(JEl), Joe Tom Erwin (JTE), James W. Hancock ^H), Richard Healy
(RH), William Kemper (WK), Frederick Loetscher (FL), Tim Love
(TL), Lee McNeely (LMc), Burt L. Monroe, Jr. (BM), Mark Monroe
(MM), Carl Mowery (CM), Doxie Noonan (DN), Robert Noonan (RN),
Donald Parker (DP), Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. (BPB), Clell Peterson
(CP), A. L. Powell (AP), Lene Rauth (LR), Gary Ritchison (GR),
Bernice Shannon (BS), Michael Sturgeon (MS), Donald Spencer (DSp),
Donald Parker (DP), Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. (BPB), Clell Peterson
Scottie Theiss (ST), Charles Wilkins (CW), John Young (JY).
— 9101 Spokane Way, Louisville 40241.
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MID-WINTER BIRD COUNT
1988-1989
Reports of 23 counts were received from across the state. A total of
117 species was recorded on count days, 102 of which are represented on
the table. Those species not represented on the table include: one Snow
Goose (Danville), one Osprey (Marion), one Golden Eagle (Bernheim),
one Prairie Falcon (tentatively; Paradise), one American Flamingo
(Bowling Green), one Oldsquaw (Land Between the Lakes), one Thayer's
Grull (Land Between the Lakes), 21 Short-eared Owls (Paradise), two
Gray Catbirds (Frankfort and Perry County), one Pine Warbler (Galloway
County), four Indigo Buntings (Paradise), one Chipping Sparrow
(Sorgho), three Vesper Sparrows (2-Marion and l-Yelvington), one Lap
land Longspur (Warsaw; 3 during count week at Paradise) and 15 Snow
Buntings (Shelbyville). Thirteen species were recorded on all counts and
19 species were noted only on a single count. The additional sighting of a
Ruffed Grouse (Perry County) during the count week brought the species
total to 118 species. There were three less species this year compared with
the tally last year.
The average daytime temperature remained near the 40 degree mark
throughout the count period with a range of 24®F to 50®F. Waterfowl
variety was good, but numbers remained low. Members of several species,
such as Chipping Sparrow, Vesper Sparrow, Gray Catbird, Pine Warbler
and Indigo Bunting lingered in association with the warmer temperatures.
Consistent with this notion, the number of American Robins observed on
counts across the state was high. The count initiated at the Paradise strip
mine area yielded some interesting birds. Twenty one Short-eared Owls and
a Prairie Falcon, which would be the first record of this species in the
state if confirmed, were exciting additions to the count from this area.
An American Flamingo that arrived unexpectedly in Bowling Green earlier
in the year, probably prodded northward from a zoo or captive population
by hurricane Keith, lingered in the area until its capture and delivery to
the Louisville Zoo shortly after the count period. Two American Flamingos
were reported in Iowa earlier this year following the passage of hurricane
Allen along the Texas coast.
Although any conclusions based on census data such as these are
spurious, several trends are interesting. Eastern Bluebird numbers con
tinue to increase. There was a total of 1427 Eastern Bluebirds reported
during this year's count compared with 1018 from last year and 787 the
year before that. No large winter roosts were reported this year and
numbers of blackbirds and starlings were down. There were 558 more
House Finches and 352 less House Sparrows observed this year compared
with last. Despite the severe drought experienced during the summer,
the food supply for finches and sparrows appeared to be adequate.
The mild winter weather helped reduce the impact that locally diminished
food resources might have had on wintering bird populations.
Thanks are sincerely extended to all participants, particularly those
who submitted verification forms for unusual sightings and those who
included interesting comments about their counts.
CALLOWAY COUNTY (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle,
center Douglas Cemetery.) Habitat 20% lake shore and streams, 20%
deciduous and pine woods, 25% urban and residential and 35% pastures
and open fields. Dec. 31; 5:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Sky heavy fog a.m., partly
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cloudy p.m.; temp. 24''F. to 44°F.; wind NW, 2-5 m.p.h. Ten observers in
7 parties. Total party-hours 45.5 (27.5 on foot, 18 by car). Total party-
miles 413 (46 on foot, 367 by ear). Total species 82; total individuals
27,638.
Large flocks of robins "were seen in almost every section of the count.
Observers: Phyllis Brines, Wally Brines, Happy Chambers (compiler),
Joe Tom Erwin, Rick Hokans, Sally Leedom, Carl Mowery, Mike Miller,
Clell Peterson and Lawrence Philpot.
LAND BETWEEN THE LAKES (all points within a 15-mile diameter
circle, center Pisgah Bay Picnic Ground.) Habitat lake and stream shores
40%, deciduous and pine woods 22%, overgrown and cultivated fields 28%
and residential and small business 10%. Dec. 17: 5:45 a.m. to 4:30 p.m,
Sky partly cloudy in a.m. to clear in p.m.; temp. 27''F. to 40^.; wind W,
8-15 m.p.h. Eighteen observers in 7 parties. Total party-hours 53 (24 on
foot, 29 by car). Total party-miles 419 (17 on foot, 402 by car). Total
species 85; total individuals 12,192.
The Thayer's Gull is a first for the Land Between the Lakes count.
The House Finches were seen in the Kutawa area in one large flock. The
Oldsquaw, a drake, was seen with a group of goldeneyes (BPB) approxi
mately- one mile south of Kentucky Dam Village. The Thayer's Gull was
north of Barkley Dam. The Wild Turkeys were in two large flocks.
Observers: Wally Brines, Happy Chambers, Melissa Easley, Rick
Hokans, Sharon Hutchison, Dick Marzolf, Carl Mowery (compiler), Judi
Munn, Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr., Don Parker, Clell Peterson, Lawrence
and LuAnn Philpot, Ed Ray, Julie Ricketts, A1 Roth, Ken Smith and
Charlotte Washburn.
MARION (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center Forest
Grove.) Habitat river (2 miles), open cropland 50%, wooded and brushy
50%. Jan. 1; 6:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Sky cloudy in a.m., clear in p.m..; temp.
36'F. to 50°F.; wind NW, <|5 m.p.h. Two observers in 2 parties- Total
party-hours 16 (4 on foot, 12 by ear). Total party-miles 25 (5 on foot, 20
by car). Total species 48; total individuals 3,749.
Observers: C. L. Frazer (compiler) and Jim Frazer.
SORGHO (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center Ky. 279-S
and Audubon Parkway.) Habitat woods, fields, branches of the Green
River, ditches, and feeders. Dee. 31; 8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Sky sunny;
temp. 28°F. to 43°F.; wind 5-15 m.p.h. Thirteen observers in 5 parties.
Total party-hours 58 (46 on foot, 12 by car). Total party-miles 141 (23 on
foot, 118 by car). Total species 47; total individuals 9,498.
The Chipping Sparrow was seen by Joe Ford and Neal Hayden.
Observers: Tony Eaden, Joe Ford, Neal Hayden, John Humphrey,
Furman Millay, Joyce Porter, A. L. Powell, Millie Powell, Tommy Steven
son, Donna Wilson, Ed Wilson (compiler), Elinor Wilson and Julian Wilson.
YELVINGTON (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center
Kentucky Highway 405 and junction at Route 662 at Yelvington, Ky.)
Habitat Ohio River Bottoms, Blackford Creek bottoms, woods, roadside
ditches, three lakes and feeders at Ray's, Lacey's and Powell's. Dec. 17;
7:00 a.m. to 3:30 pjn. Sky overcast; temp. 28''F. to se^F.; wind 5-15 m.p.h.
Other weather comments: windy and cold in the morning with snow flurries.
Thirteen observers in 6 parties. Total party-hours 26 (10 on foot, 16
by car)i Total party-miles 57 (12 on foot, 45 by car). Total species 58;
total individuals 2,437.
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The morning was cold and windy with snow flurries. The afternoon
was calmer and cleared somewhat.
As in the past few counts the waterfowl was missing. Carpenter's and
King fisheries lakes were searched and yielded only a grebe and two Wood
Ducks. The Ohio River had no waterfowl, but yielded three Herring Gulls.
Mr. Bill Perkins and Mr. T. 0. Blackburn found an immature Bald Eagle
on the Ohio River near Maceo, Kentucky.
We were pleased with having found 62 Eastern Bluebirds, some by
each party. Robins were in large flocks at several locations. A concentra
tion of White-crowned Sparrows made their numbers reach 191. It was
rather odd that only a single Yellow-rumped Warbler was found.
In the afternoon we had only two parties in the field.
Observers: T. 0. Blackburn, Marty Brown, Mike Brown, Brenda Eaden,
Tony Eaden, Neal Hayden, Jan Howard, Jim Howard, Bill Perkins, Joyce
Porter, A. L. Powell (compiler), Millie Powell, Marvin Ray, Maudie Ray
and Dr. Bill Tyler. Also, Mr. and Mrs. Don Lacey made observations at
a feeder).
HANCOCK COUNTY (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle,
center Patesville.) Habitat woodland, open fields, farmland and creek
bottom. Jan. 1; 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Sky partly cloudy; temp. 34®F. to
37''F.; wind calm.
Two observers in 1 party. Total party-hours 6 (5 on foot, 1 by car).
Total party-miles 16 (6 on foot, 10 by car). Total species 25; total indi
viduals 88.
Observers: Rose Ann Radzelovage (compiler) and Walt Radzelovage.
PARADISE (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center at the
junction of Pond Run Road and Wysox-Cool Springs Road in southern
Ohio County.) Habitat 30% grasslands, 20% woodlands, 20% farmland,
20% brushy edges and fields, 10% lakes and streams. Dec. 26; 7:00 a.m. to
4:15 p.m. Sky mostly cloudy; temp. 25^. to 40''F.; wind SE, 0-12 m.p.h.
Eleven observers in 5 parties. Total party-hours 28 (11.5 on foot, 16.5
by car). Total party-miles 165 (4 on foot, 161 by car). Total species 63;
total individuals 2,870.
This count was organized in an attempt to initiate documentation of
the substantial raptor population utilizing the expansive reclaimed strip
mines in southern Ohio and Muhlenberg counties. Although coverage was
far from complete, impressive totals were compiled for raptors including
the 40 Northern Harriers, 25 Rough-legged Hawks and 21 Short-eared
Owls (all unanimously accepted by the participants as conservative totals).
Nearly all participants were able to observe, albeit most only very briefly,
the Prairie Falcon, which was first observed ten days prior to the count
day. This individual has proven to be relatively elusive, and leisurely
study of all field marks and good photographs have not been obtained by
anyone. Birders visiting the area in search of the falcon are encouraged
to try to obtain photographs in order to confirm this possible first state
record.
Other highlights of the count included 10 Great Blue Herons, a mi
grating flock of 48 Bonaparte's Gulls, a Brown Thrasher, and a flock of
at least four Indigo Buntings (one of only a handfull of winter records
and the second for the state in winter of more than one bird). Of the 37
Red-tailed Hawks, one was a dark-phase and one was an individual of the
Harlan's race. Interesting count week birds included Black Vultures, an
immature Bald Eagle and a few Lapland Longspurs.
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This unique area deserves much ornithological attention, and birders
are encouraged to explore more of the surrounding areas. It is inevitable
that additional noteworthy ornithological occurrences will be discovered
here if more investigation is undertaken. The presence of other raptors
should be investigated including Long-eared and Saw-whet owls in pine
and cedar thickets, as well as Snowy Owls in the open grasslands.
Observers: Mike Brown, Tony and Brenda Eaden, Diane Ebel, Doxie
Noonan, Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. (Compiler), Joyce Porter, Bert and
Millie Powell, Doralee St. Clair and Scottie Theiss.
BOWLING GREEN (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center
Three Springs, six miles south of Bowling Green.) Habitat deciduous forests
20%, fields and pastures 70% and town and parks 10%. Dec. 17; 6:30 a.m.
to 4:00 p.m. Sky clear to partly cloudy; temp. 29°F. to 36®F.; wind NW,
5-12 m.p.h. Ponds were frozen. Seven observers in 2 parties. Total party-
hours 14 (11 on foot, 3 by car). Total party-miles 84 (8 on foot, 76 by car).
Total species 58; total individuals 2,986.
The American Flamingo has been in this area for a month and several
attempts have been made to capture it.
Observers: Lloyd Curry, Blaine Ferrell, Jeff Jones, Wayne Mason, Bill
Mathes, Ruth Mathes and H. E. Shadowen (compiler).
MAMMOTH CAVE NATIONAL PARK (center and habitat as de
scribed in 1980.) Dec. 18; 7:15 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.. Sky partly cloudy; temp.
19®F. to 45®F.; wind SW, 10-15 m.p.h. Three observers in 2 parties. Total
party-hours 12 (8.5 on foot, 3.5 by car). Total party-miles 73.5 (8.5 on
foot, 65 by car). Total species 41; total individuals 1,799.
Observers: Blaine Ferrell' (compiler), Wayne Mason, Herb E.
Shadowen.
GLASGOW (center and habitat as described in 1986.) Dec. 30; 6:45
a.m. to 4:45 p.m. Sky heavily overcast throughout the day; temp. 29'F.
to 43®F.; wind NW, 0-5 m.p.h. There was intermittent drizzle throughout
the afternoon. Nine observers in 7 parties. Total party-hours 43.75 (25.50
on foot, 18.25 by car). Total party-miles 142 (14 on foot, 128 by car).
Total species 58; total individuals 3,363.
Observers: Mrs. 0. L. Follis, Marquita Gillenwater, Mr. and Mrs.
Howard'M. Jones, Wayne M. Mason (compiler), Mr. and Mrs. Todd Moore,
and Dr. and Mrs. Russell R. Starr.
HART COUNTY (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center
Craddock Road and Gerald Lane.) Habitat ponds, river, woodland and
farmland. Dec. 30; 6:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. Sky cloudy; temp. 29®F. to 43''F.;
wind calm. Five observers in 2 parties. Total party-hours 14 (9.5 on foot,
4.5 by car). Total party^miles 87 (10 on foot, 77 by car). Total species 49;
total individuals 2,172.
Observers: J. D. Craddock, III, Steve Kistler (compiler), Cap Middle-
ton, Mitchell Sturgeon and Charles Wuertzer.
OTTER CREEK PARK (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle,
center as described in 1972.) Habitat brushy fields 22%, woodlands 34%,
farmland 30%, ponds, creeks and river 14%. Dec. 17; 7:45 a.m. to 4:45 p.m.
Sky cloudy to clear; temp. 27®F. to 29''F.; wind NW, 10-22 m.p.h. Occasion
al snow flurries between 7:00 and 7:30 a.m. Ten observers in 5 parties.
Total party-hours 32.5 (15.5 on foot, 17 by car). Total party-miles 198
(14 on foot, 184 by car). Total species 48; total individuals 2,707.
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The wind was strong and picked up around 11 o'clock and continued
throughout the day, with gusts of 22 m.p.h. All ponds were frozen, but
running water was open. This was one of the poorest counts in years. Birds
were scarce. Waterfowl and hawks were practically absent. Drought
conditions were obvious and the food crop for sparrows and finches was
below average. The Great Blue Heron is seldom found on this count, but
six birds were observed. The Ring-billed Gull count — 47 — was our
highest count for this species. Red-bellied Woodpeckers were in lowei:
numbers than last year while Pileated Woodpeckers were in higher num
bers. Sparrows were scarce in species and numbers. White-throated and
White-crowned Sparrows continued to decline in numbers.
Observers: Mary B. Bauer, John Krull, Doxie Noonan, R. T. Noonan,
Helga Schutte, Tony Smith, Anne Stamm (compiler), Frederick W. Stamm,
Scottie Theiss, Steve Washburn.
BERNHEIM FOREST (center and habitat as described in 1974.) Jan.
2; 6:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Sky cloudy; temp. SST. to 39®F.; wind N-NW,
0-10 m.p.h. Intermittent drizzle. Eighteen observers in 7 parties. Total
party-hours 46.5 (25.5 on foot, 21 by car). Total party-miles 229.5 (7.5
on foot, 222 by car, plus 2 hours owling). Total species 64; total individuals
7,402.
Weather conditions were not favorable for the observation of vultures
and hawks, accounting for the lack of diversity and numbers. Wild food
crops appeared to be good. Totals for numbers of species and individuals
were about average. The most noteworthy highlight was the immature
Golden Eagle, observed on a deer carcass along Wilson Greek where the
species has been seen in past years (DP, LS). According to Charles Mc-
Clure, Forest Manager, there are small numbers of both species of eagles
in this area every winter, apparently attracted by the number of deer
carcasses. Other interesting observations included the Eastern Phoebe, a
near record number of Eastern Bluebirds (203 compared with an all-time
high of 204 in 1975-1976) and Cedar Waxwings (616 compared with an
all-time high of 661 in 1979-1980), and record numbers of American Robins
(1053 compared with a previous high of 819 in 1984-1985) and House
Finches (a whopping 240 compared with a previous high of four in 1986-
1987!). Conspicuous by their absence on a count that often tops the state
for the species were Red-breasted Nuthatches.
Observers: Mary Bill Bauer, Bob Brown, Wayne Dahl, Diane Ebel,
Arthur Figg, Janet Gebler, George Jones, Judi Jones, Tim Love, P. K. and
Etta Martin, Joan Noel, Doxie Noonan, Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. (com
piler), Donald Parker, Martha Pike, Tony Smith, Larry Sparks.
LOUISVILLE (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center jet.
Hwys. 42 and 22, as described in 1972.) Habitat as described in 1972. Dec.
18; 5:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Sky clear in a.m., overcast in p.m.; temp. IQ'F.
to 57°F.; wind SW-W, 0-20 m.p.h. Ponds and lakes partly frozen. Forty
observers in 16 parties. Total party-hours 127 (64 on foot, 63 by car). Total
party-miles 696 (67 on foot, 629 by car). Total species 89; total individuals
36,088.
Observers: Garrett Adams, Mary Bauer, Jane Bell, Pat Bell, Don
Blackburn, K. W. Clay, Donna Coates, Muriel Doolittle, Diana Ebel, S. A.
Figg, Katy Fulkerson, D. C. Garst, Wayne Hinkle, Frank Krull, Jr., Frank
Krull, Sr., John Krull, Tim Love, Barbara McFarland, Jim McFarland,
B. L. Monroe, Jr. (compiler), Mark Monroe, K. C. Mudd, Dot Muntan,
Doxie Noonan, J. R. Noonan, Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr., Donald Parker,
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Robert Patrick, Martha Pike, Bob Quaife, Lene Rauth, V. C. Rommel, Carl
Schultz, Helga Schutte, L. D.. Smith, Anne Stamm, F. W. Stamm, Midge
Susie, Scottie Theiss, Steve Washburn, (Beckham Bird Club).
SHELBYVILLE (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center
.75 miles south of U.S. 60 and Guist Greek Lake on Ky. Highway 714.)
Habitat elevation 640'-1190', farm land, fallow land, residential, wooded
and grassland. Jan. 1; 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Sky overcast and foggy;
temp. 34'F. to 46''F.; wind N, 5-12 m.p.h. Six observers in 2 parties. Total
party-hours 10 (0.5 on foot, 9.5 by car). Total party-miles 210 (0.5 on
foot, 209.5 by car). Total species 46; total individuals 3,434.
Observers: Leslie Brown, Todd Brown and W. H. Brown (compiler),
J. C. Higgins, Frank Longley and Iris Snyder.
FRANKFORT (center as described in 1972.) Habitat as described in
1977. Dec. 18; 7:30 a.m. to 5:45 p.m. Sky mostly cloudy to partly cloudy;
temp. 17°F. to 34°F.; wind SW, 7-15 m.p.h. Trace of snow on frozen
ground, ponds frozen, streams open. Thirteen observers in 10 parties. Total
party-hours 48 (22.5 on foot, 25.5 by car). Total party-miles 281.5 (18.5
on foot, 263 by car). Total species 60; total individuals 8,209.
This count has a noticeable paucity of raptors, both in terms of
numbers of individuals and species. Only Red-tailed Hawks and American
Kestrels were found and these were in lower numbers than usual. One
feeder watcher reports an American Kestrel is often at her feeder taking
small birds, so there may be an actual food shortage. On a more positive
note, there is an abundance of wild fruits, such as red cedar cones, hack-
berry, poison ivy, honeysuckle and bitter sweet which is holding large
flocks of American Robins and Cedar Waxwings in our area. Blue Jays
are numerous, feeding on the abundant acorn crop. Except for a late-
lingering Gray Catbird, other species seem representative. House Finches
continue their unprecedented increase.
Observers: Charles Bowers, W. H.. Brown, Peggy Durbin, James
Durell, Scott Hankla, Virginia Honaker, Howard Jones (compiler), Jeff
Jones, Robert Morris, Ken Rollins, Debbie and Tim Williams, Jim Williams.
KLEBER WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA (center and habitat
as described in 1977.) Dec. 26; 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Partly cloudy; temp.
26''F. to 48''F.; wind E, 5-15 m.p.h. Streams open and full, some ice on
ponds. Four observers in 2-4 parties. Total party-hours 24.5 (13.5 on foot,
11 by car). Total party-miles 122 (12 on foot, 110 by car). Total species
44; total individuals 2,351.
This is a good count for the Owen County area that we census. Most
expected species were found in usual numbers with the exception of raptors.
Only Red-tailed Hawks and American Kestrels were seen and their num
bers were low. A Wild Turkey had been seen leaving its roost the morning
of our count at Kleber by a hunter we encountered. Wild Turkeys were
introduced at Kleber a few years ago and apparently have become estab
lished according to reports.
Observers: Peggy Durbin, James Durell, Howard Jones (compiler but
not participant), Daryl Michael and Tim Towles.
LEXINGTON (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center East
Hickman Church and Tates Creek Road.) Habitat farmland and residential.
Dec. 17; 6:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Sky clear; temp. 26°F. to 35^.; wind E,
10-35 m.p.h. Thirty-five observers in 10 parties. Total party-hours 76 (26
on foot, 50 by car). Total party-miles 278 (18 on foot, 260 by car). Total
species 81; total individuals 16,346.
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Observers: Brad Andres, Sarah Andres, Mary Barr, Earl Boggs, Ann
Bradly, Eugene Bradly, Skip Call, Rose Canon, Manton Cornett, Ruth
Davis, Edward DeMoll, Margy DeMoll, Ron Duncan, Harold Faulconer,
Jean Flynn, Mike Flynn, Johnathan Glixon, Ginnie Guthrie, Terri Koontz,
Betty Maxson, Robert Morris (compiler), Carol Pickett, Glenn Raliegh,
Nikki Rothwell, Ed Seller, Lewis Shain, Jo Stofer, Marie Sutton, Dave
Svetich, Andrew Uterhart, Marion Uterhart, Glen Wells, Tim Williams,
Jim Wilson and Bernice Woods.
DANVILLE (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center Boyle
County Courthouse.) Habitat 23% water/edge, 6% urban, 7% cultivated,
35% field/fence, 23% woodland edge, and 6% feeder. Dec. 17; 8:00 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. Sky cloudy to partly cloudy; temp., 20°F. to 30''F.; wind NW,
5-15 m.p.h. Twenty-eight observers in 8 parties. Total party-hours 137.50
(47.25 on foot, 90.25 by car). Total party-miles 830.50 (47.25 on foot,
783.25 by car). Total species 71; total individuals 15,675.
Observers: Bob Corcoran, Lois Corcoran, Naomi Cox, Andy Eklund,
Neil Eklund (compiler), Scott Eklund, Virginia Eklund, Tobin and Mrs.
Tom Foster, John Gower, JoAnn Hamm, Mike Hamm, Morton Hoaglund,
Bill Johnston, J. W. Kemper, Chuck Kohler, F. W. Loetscher, Dan Mac-
Donald, Dwayne Maddox, Jack Newton, John B. Nichols, Herb Petijean,
Margaret Rinstidt, Joe Russell, Chris Strecker, Charles Vahlkamp, Maynard
VanHorn and Greg Wagner.
BURLINGTON (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center at
Camp Michaels near Union, Ky.) Habitat woodland and forest edge 30%,
farmland and fields 30%, streams and river 35% and residential 5%. Dec.
17; 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Sky overcast; temp. 22®F. to 24®F.; wind W,
10-15 m.p.h. There was 0.3 inches of snow. Twelve observers in 6 parties.
Total party-hours 33 (10 on foot, 18 by car, 5 by boat). Total party-miles
248 (7 on foot, 235 by car, 6 by boat). Total species 54; total individuals
2,571.
Waterfowl were well represented this year, while overall numbers of
birds were somewhat low, particularly raptors. The highlight was the
sighting of an adult wing-tagged immature Bald Eagle near Big Bone by
the Caminiti party.
Observers: Brenda Bellamy, Joe Caminiti, Kathy Caminiti, Elaine
Carroll, Lonnie Fields, Darlena Graham, Carolyn Johnson, Gerri Kennedy,
Lee McNeely (compiler), Chuck Schneider, Carmen Schulte, and Tommy
Stephens. Feeder watchers were Pat Carroll, Marjorie Hill and Lynda
McNeely.
WARSAW (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center Warsaw
Courthouse.) Habitat river shore 35%, open field and farmland 30%,
woodland and forest edge 30% and residential 5%. Dec. 31; 7:30 a.m. to
3:30 p.m. Sky clear to partly cloudy; temp. 26''F. to 41''F.; wind SW, 5-10
m.p.h. Heavy fog during the morning hours. Five observers in 3 parties.
Total party-hours 24.5 (9 on foot, 15.5 by car). Total party-miles 264 (3.5
on foot, 260.5 by car). Total species 59; total individuals 3,181.
The Lapland Longspur was identified by Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. in
a flock of Horned Larks. The Bald Eagle was a wing-tagged immature
found at the Craig's Creek Marina and may have been the same bird found
on the Burlington count. Gull numbers were determined by a count of
their evening roost.
Observers: Joe Caminiti, Kathy Caminiti, Lee McNeely (compiler),
Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. and Tommy Stephens.
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PERRY COUNTY (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center
Grapevine Creek.) Habitat deciduous woodlands, fields and reclaimed
surface mines. Dec. 31; 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Sky sunny; 30®F. to 50®F;
wind calm. Very pleasant day. One observer in 1 party. Total party-hours
6 (5 on foot, 1 by car). Total party-miles 25 (5 on foot, 20 by car). Total
species 25; total indiviluals 130.
Observer: Don Spencer (compiler).
WEST LIBERTY (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center
37, 55' N; 83, 15' W.) Habitat woods, open fields, roadways, river bottoms.
Jan. 2; 7;30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Sky morning overcast, clearing in p.m.; temp.
22''F. to 32®F.; wind 0 m.p.h. Dense fog until 12:30 p.m. Four observers in
2 parties (one at feeder). Total party-hours 12 (8 on foot, 4 by car). Total
party-miles 60 (12 on foot, 48 by car). Total species 42; total individuals
880.
One observer was at a home feeder. Four hours were spent owling.
Observers: Garry Lee Elam (compiler), Mary K. Elam, Orville Litteral
and Francis Peyton.
FIELD NOTES
A UNIQUE HABITAT FOR RAPTORS
IN SOUTHERN OHIO COUNTY
Owls have always fascinated me. And so I was impressed with the
number of Short-Eared Owls (Asio flammeus) that Brenda and Tony,
Eaden had reported seeing in February and early March, 1988 (Ky Warbler,
Vol. 64, pg. 50). Since this location in Southern Ohio County is so close
to our property at Falls of the Rough, Kentucky I decided to investigate _
the area further because I was interested in discovering the fall arrival
dates of the Short-Eared Owls.
I called the Eadens and together we visited the area on November
12. I was impressed with the habitat which is a reclaimed strip mine
area owned by the Peabody Coal Company. The area consists of approxi
mately 300 acres of rolling, hilly country with various types of grasses. The
hills are terraced to prevent erosion. Rectangular bales of straw are
staked on the hillsides which also have horizontal ditches to impede erosion.
Ditches that have washed vertically have been filled with large crushed
stone. In the valleys are areas that contain water and marshy land. There
are several lakes surrounding this acreage. On the surface of the hills
are scattered shrubby growth. In the distance are tall second growth trees.
On November 12 the Eadens and I found no Short-Eared Owls but
were surprised to find a Golden Eagle (Aquila ckrysaetoa) that flew directly
over our car. Our next exciting bird was larger than a Kestrel, had pointed
shaped wings, buffy-colored and streaked body. It was lighter than an im
mature Peregrine Falcon (Falco perigrinus). We discussed the fact that
this bird could possibly have been a Prairie Falcon (Falco mexicanus) but
without a state record we thought that better observations and, possibly
a photograph, would be needed to substantiate this record. Although I have
seen Prairie Falcons in Illinois, Indiana, and more recently (January,
1988) in Arizona I did not feel that we had an adequate look to definitely
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identify it. My husband, who photographs birds, plans to "capture" this
bird on film. It was of special interest to find five Rough-legged Hawks
(Buteo lagojms), of which one was a dark phase, six Red-tailed Hawks
{Buteo jamaicensis) and four Northern Harriers (Circus cyaneus). All
four Harriers were males.
On November 25, Dr. Herbert Clay and I went to this area and ob
served two Short-Eared Owls at 4:45 C.S.T. At approximately the same
time we watched 15 Northern Harriers circling a tall grassy area and,
one by one, they dropped into the grass. We stayed at least thirty minutes
longer and they never appeared again. Of these 15 Harriers six or eight
were males.
On November 27, despite rain and drizzle, Alita Wilson joined me on
a visit to the area. We arrived about noon and soon found 10 to 15 Short-
Eared Owls flying over the area, perched on bales of straw, on large
boulders or hidden in the tall grass. We heard them making their "hissing
and quacking" calls whenever an intruder hawk or owl came near. One
Short-Eared Owl, on two occasions, flapped its wings together under its
body and then flew very high in the sky. As far as I know this is the
largest concentration to be reported. Robert M. Mengel, in his Birds of
Kentucky, 1965, page 281, mentions that he saw nine or 10 Short-Eared
Owls in Eastern Jefferson County late in October of 193S.
Since this present large number of owls was found I felt that I
would like to share it with others and so I initiated a bird alert. Eighteen
people arrived and were delighted to see, on Saturday, December 3, such
a large concentration of raptors in such a small area. We also saw Red-
tailed Hawks, Northern Harriers, Rough-legged Hawks and American
Kestrels.
I have subsequently visited this place many times and with each visit
I have been rewarded with good numbers of raptors. Since my husband and
I are spending more time at Big Pond Sanctuary near this site, I am
planning, with the Eadens, to study this area and hope to learn more
about the habits of these birds of prey.
In addition to the interesting raptors, the nearby lakes attract hundreds
of geese and ducks. Land birds are also of interest, especially the Horned
Larks (Eremophila alpestris), which may be a source of food for some of
these species.
— MRS. HERBERT L. CLAY, JR., 434 Mallard Creek Road, Louisville
40207.
FIRST RECORD OF A SELASPHORUS HUMMINGBIRD
IN KENTUCKY
Over the past ten years, there has been a dramatic increase in the
popularity of feeding hummingbirds in the eastern United States. As a
result of this trend (either wholly or in part), there has been a substantial
increase in the number of records for vagrant western hummingbird species,
most notably members of the genus Selasphorus, and in particular the
Rufous Hummingbird (S. rufus). In the 1980's nearly all states surrounding
Kentucky have had reports of Selasphorus hummingbirds. Most positively
identified individuals have proven to be of the widespread western species
of the northern Rockies, the Rufous Hummingbird. However, a small per
centage of positively identified birds have turned out to be other species
including the Allen's Hummingbird (S. sasin), which is generally in
distinguishable from the Rufous in the field.
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The typical pattern of occurrence of these vagrants is for occasional
birds (usually adult males) to show up in August or September followed by
larger numbers (usually immatures) from late September into November.
In addition, it is not uncommon for an individual to remain at a feeder
once it has arrived, even after our numerous Ruby-throated Hummingbirds
(Archilochus colubris) have departed for the wintering grounds. A vast
majority of these vagrants are immatures, which are not noticeably dif
ferent in appearance from female and immature Ruby-throated Humming
birds at first glance. For this reason, it is suspected that at least some are
overlooked, and it is even possible that most hummers reported after the
middle of October are immature Selasphoi-us. Fall hummingbirds should
always be scrutinized with the possibility of these rarities in mind, especially
after the first of October.
During 1987, unusual numbers of Ruby-throated Hummingbirds were
reported in the Louisville area into the latter half of October, and birds
were observed at several locations as late as the 25th. One of these was
the yard of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Williams of Jeffersontown, an eastern
suburb of Louisville. As of mid-Oetober, there were still at least a couple
of hummers the Williams' assumed to be Ruby-throateds regularly visiting
the feeders in their yard. When the end of the month rolled around, a single
hummer was still present. It remained in the area through November and
into late December, and on Christmas Eve 1987, in a quandary as to what
to do about their faithful visitor and the impending cold weather, Mrs.
Williams called the Louisville Zoo who referred her call to me. Immediately
upon hearing their predicament, I went over to the Williams' home and
within several minutes, as I had suspected, I was observing Kentucky's-first
reported Selasphorus hummer.
The bird was consistent in every way with immatures of the very
similar Rufous and Allen's hummingbirds. The back, nape and crown were
a golden-green, with the upper tail coverts sparsely spotted with rufous
feathers. The underparts were whitish with a strong buffy or rufous wash
on the flanks and undertail coverts. The throat was streaked with darkish
markings and dotted with an occasional dark feather. The wings were
blackish and the rectrices were rather short with bright rufous color
seemingly on all and obvious white tips on the outer three pairs. The
legs and bill were dark. The bird frequently gave a sharp 'chip' note
characteristic of this group, a call that I became quite familiar with four
years ago when a similar bird appeared in southern Indiana. The combina
tion of these characters eliminated the Broad-tailed Hummingbird (S.
platycerus) from consideration, but identification remained inconclusive
because of the subtleties in distinction between Rufous and Allen's. This,
identification is usually based on measurements of the widths of several
tail feathers since the two species are generally indistinguishable in the
field. Even- adult males can be difficult to identify, as some male Rufous
Hummingbirds have greenish backs. The only readily identifiable birds are
adult male Rufous Hummingbirds with entirely rufous backs or immature
males with rufous-colored feathers on the upper back (B. Peterjohn/N.
Newfield, pers. comm.).
Over the course of the following weeks, many people were able to
view this rare wanderer, and much discussion surrounded its predicament.
At the suggestion of Mrs. Williams, it was decided to leave the bird in a
natural state and hope for the best. Vitamin and protein supplements were
obtained from a local veterinary supply store to add to the bird's sugar
water, and additional cover in the form of several small pine trees were
placed near the feeders for the bird.
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Based on several conversations with Nancy Newfield, who has had
extensive experience with wintering hummingbirds in Louisiana, I expected
the bird to succumb quickly to the winter's frigid temperatures, but wth
Mrs. Williams' persistence and care, the bird survived three spells of single
digit temperatures and several light snows into early February. On Febru
ary 5, 1988, the bird was at the feeders nearly the entire day as a
fourth onslaught of cold weather bore down on the Ohio Valley. On the
morning of February 6, the bird did not return to feed, and presumably
it finally was not able to sustain its metabolism overnight.
Several aspects to these observations are noteworthy. First, it appears
that the bird was in the process of overwintering when it disappeared.
Even though the temperatures were well below optimal for the bird, it
remained in the vicinity rather than move on in October or November. This
is a tendency that has been obseirved in numerous locations in the south
eastern U.S. Secondly, the bird was able to withstand temperatures sub
stantially colder than temperatures that have decimated hummingbird
populations in southern Louisiana, where a prolonged period of subfreezing
weather killed most birds on at least one occasion (N. Newfield, pers.
comm.). This individual survived three different spells of overnight tem
peratures in the single digits (lowest being 2®F.) and several days of no
higher than 15®F, with clouds and light breezes. During the coldest period
in January, temperatures remained at or below freezing for nine straight
days, with highs in the hi-teens and lows in the single digits for three
straight days during the worst! How this tiny mite was able to survive
such extremes is unclear, but it is certain that without the sugar water
and supplements, this bird would not have lasted as long. One would think
that the bird would have had to feed incessantly, relying on the supply of
sugar water for food while enduring the cold temperatures, but typically
it fed only once every fifteen minutes in all but the coldest of weather,
and it was often absent from the feeders and even the yard for long
periods, even in subfreezing temperatures. On warmer, sunny days, Mrs.
Williams noticed "that the bird busily foraged for insects throughout the
yard for long periods.
It might be worthwhile to mention that the ethical question of attract
ing these hummers to feeders in the eastern U.S. where they are likely to
perish has been the subject of much discussion over the past few years.
Really, it appears that the matter is one of little consequence. By the time
these vagrant birds have reached .our area to find a hummingbird feeder,
their fate has long since been determined. The attraction of our feeders
to these wanderers really does nothing more than call our attention to
the plight of this small percentage of birds that may be born with a
faulty directional instinct. It appears that these birds simply migrate in
the wrong direction, and when their migratory "urge" ceases sometime
in October or November, they are "stuck" wherever they have ended up.
Without artificial food sources, these birds would likely perish long before
winter's icy grip was upon us. Also, it is unlikely that by allowing one
of these vagrants to persist into or survive a winter in the eastern U.S.,
we are laying the groundwork for this tendency to increase in the popula
tion as a whole. For every hummer that finds a feeder in the eastern U.S.,
there are probably many more that perish before they are able to find
such a reliable food source. According to Newfield, returns of banded
hummingbirds over more than one winter in Louisiana are not unknown,
but of hundreds of birds now banded, only a handful have returned in
successive years. This, in itself, would tend to suggest that most of these
individuals either die or go in a more normal direction the following year.
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Also, many people "worry that by leaving out a hummingbird feeder into
October they are at risk in keeping a Ruby-throated Hummingbird around
later than it should stay, but this theory is unfounded. Sooner or later
they depart, whether it be in mid-September or late October. This is like
trying to keep Evening Grosbeaks around in summer by continuing to
put out sunflower seeds — sooner or later they all leave to go north!
There is not a single documented record of a Ruby-throated Hummingbird
failing to depart in the fall because of an attraction to a feeder at our
latitude. In fact, reliable winter records of Ruby-throated Hummingbirds
in Louisiana are quite rare, even though most could survive the average
winter there. So it would seem that one need not worry about leaving out
a hummingbird feeder in the fall until all interested hummers have
departed.
This represents the first documented record of a Selaspkorus hum
mingbird for Kentucky, although two November records referred to as
Ruby-throated in the literature may well pertain to this group or other
western vagrant species (see Monroe, et al. 1988. Annotated Checklist of
the Birds of Kentucky, pp. 34-35).
As a matter of coincidence, it should be noted that the Selasphorus
hummingbird wasn't the only unexpected visitor to the Williams' yard
during the winter of 1987-88. An Orange-crowned Warbler (Vermivora
celata) visited their sugar water feeders daily from January 3 to March
10, even after the hummer had disappeared. When the bird first appeared,
it had an injured foot and was holding one wing in an abnormal posture
as if it was injured or broken although it appeared to fly well. By late
February it was looking better and must be presumed to have successfully
overwintered. Although this species is not uncommon along the Gulf coast
in winter and has been observed frequenting sugar water feeders in other
areas, this represents the fourth winter record for Kentucky and the first
to be observed frequenting an artificial food source. This individual was
very brightly colored with a strong yellowish wash to its underparts and
a vivid greenish back, and it is possible that it represented one of the
western subspecies, making its occurrence in Kentucky, easily as note
worthy as the hummingbird's.
I would like to thank Nancy and Paul Newfield and Bruce Peterjohn
for their review of this manuscript and many helpful comments.
— BRAINARD PALMER-BALL, JR., 8207 Old Westport Road, Louisville,
KY 40222.
UNUSUAL UTILIZATIONS OF CAVE ENTRANCES
BY EASTERN PHOEBES
The Eastern Phoebe (Sayomis phoebe) is a fairly common to com
mon transient and summer resident in Kentucky. The species nests under
both artificial and natural ledges including bridges, building eaves, rock
outcrops and cave entrances. In addition, a few phoebes are regularly
recorded in the state in winter, usually found along protected streams and
lake margins where they presumably are able to subsist on emerging
aquatic insects. During cave inventory work over the past few years,
phoebe nests have been found in virtually every moderately large cave
entrance investigated. In addition, two very interesting observations have
been made.
On the evening of 2 December 1987, Palmer-Ball, MacGregor, Bill
Hendricks, Tim Towles and David Yancy visited Blowing Cave along Buck
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Creek, in eastern Pulaski County. We arrived at the cave at approximately
8:30 p.m., some three hours after sunset. Air temperature was approxi
mately and warm air was rising out of the cave entrance. As we
entered the cave we were surprised to find an Eastern Phoebe roosting
on a used phoebe nest a few feet inside the entrance and well within the
waim air current. The bird was frightened from the nest by our lights,
and it flew out of the cave where it settled into a nearby tree.
While phoebes are known to commonly use the entrances of caves for
nesting during summer, this appears to be the first documented occurrence
of the* species using a cave as a winter roosting site in Kentucky. Such
accounts are not apparent in the literature, and it is unknown whether
or not this behavior has been observed in other areas. The warm air in
leaves would seem to present a logical attraction to such a species, and
it would not be surprising'to' see this occurrence more often.
Earlier on the same day, we found a phoebe nest in an unusual loca
tion in the vicinity of" Cave Creek in southern Pulaski County. The nest
was located on a small ledge in a vertical cave opening" of approximate'.y
six feet in diameter that opened to the surface at the top of a woodland
slope 'and dropped straight down approximately thirty feet into a large
room.. The nest was located approximately eight tO' ten feet beneath the
entrance on the forest flood. Thus, in order for the bird to reach the nest,
it had to drop down 'swift-like' into the cave entrance some eight to ten
feet!
— BRAINARD PALMER-BALL, JR., Kentucky State Nature Preserves
Commissipn, 407. Broadway, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601, and JOHN R.
MacGRECiOR, Kentucky Dept'. of Fish and Wildlife Resources, Nongame
Wildlife Program, #1 Game Faim Road, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601.
NEWS AND VIEWS
K.O.S. SPRING MEETING
The Spring meeting of the Kentucky Ornithological Society will be
held at Barren River State Park on April 28-30. Be sure to make your
reservations for room accommodations early. Mark the dates on your
calendar and plan to enjoy good birding with g^ood friends. Those interested
in making a presentation at the Friday evening program should contact
the Program Chairperson, Virginia Kingsolver, Route 1, Carlisle, Ken
tucky 40311.
TAX TIME, A TIME TO HELP!
Help protect Kentucky's endangered species and the natural areas
in which they live. Remember to contribute to the Nongame Wildlife/
Natural Areas Fund on your Kentucky tax form. This fund is divided
equally between the Kentucky State Nature Preserves Commission and
the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources' Nongame
Program.
